
Christmas – Children’s liturgy 
(Is. 9:1-6; Ti. 2:11-14; Lk. 2:1-14) 

 

1. What’s the difference between Christmas and Easter? 

• different times of the year 

• Christmas seems happier.  Easter comes at the end of Holy 

Week and there’s some really sad things that happened in 

Holy Week. 

• Christmas gets celebrated a lot more:  presents, parties, 

seeing family that we don’t see at other times during the 

year, special foods, no school!  Christmas break! 

2. In what ways are Christmas and Easter similar? 

• Jesus is the central figure in both 

• Mary is present in both episodes 

• The pattern of how God loves us can be found in both; is 

the background of both. 

3. We call this pattern the paschal mystery.  It’s present at Easter, 

but at Christmas, too. The pattern contains all of the following:   

o it is a pattern for all eternity.  It is the basic reality 

driving the universe and what lies beyond it. 

o salvation is not just a story “out there.”  It unfolds in 

the utter concreteness of human history, with all its 

sin and all its virtue. 



o Humanity needs to be saved—from itself as much as 

anything 

o God is totally willing to do the saving.  He will stop at 

no expense (being born in a stable, dying on a cross).  

o  He really wants us to receive salvation and all the 

good things he has in store for us. 

o God gets what he wants.  Salvation comes.  God’s 

plan from before creation is being accomplished. 

o We are in the midst of that accomplishment.  It’s 

happening in our lives in ways we do not even know. 

o There’s a part that only we can play:  listening to God 

and following his lead.  When everyone gets in on the 

act, we are not far from the kingdom of God. 

3. Blessing (and incensing) the manger is an act of listening to 

God, paying attention to God, and following God’s lead.  It is a 

form of participation in the paschal mystery. 

• Step one:  Remember.  Tell the story to each generation. 

• Step two:  Celebrate it!  Enter into the story from your own 

life and circumstances. 

• Step three:  Let the manger scene work on you, drawing 

you more deeply into the pattern of the paschal mystery:  

o creation and the unfolding gift of life,  

o the effects of sin,  



Christmas – Children’s liturgy 
(Is. 9:1-6; Ti. 2:11-14; Lk. 2:1-14) 

 

o God’s guarantee that his original intention will be 

honored,  

o sending his son to save us,  

o the Son’s faithful obedience to the work given to him 

to do; 

o paying the ultimate price 

o being raised up in spite of dying 

o rejoining the Father 

o sending the Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts as very 

God; 

o coming again in glory to conquer sin and death 

forever. 

• Step four:  make your life reflect this pattern as much as 

possible:  face suffering and death and the sin of the world 

with the assurance that God wins the battle.  His plan from 

before the world was made comes to fruition.  He will not 

be denied. 

All that is present in the tiny manger scene.  It’s worth gazing 

upon and pondering the great mystery of God’s love. 


